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Business profile .
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AFC Mortgage

W ashed Meridian Dusiness oswners fo &1l
auf grestionaaires abonl themselves and
flreir work, Somre guosiions were Serions,
Sorre pere faest for fon.

Tr_.l':_l'Ei Ry Herdrix is @ maties t::.l"ﬂ-fﬂrf.ﬂ'fﬂ'd.
Shee awad her lnsband, Rardal, have feo
children, 1 2-year-old Grant ard S-yepr-old
Morgan. The frwdly affends 150 Avoasn
Baptest Clenirei,

Her baestiess is AFC Morigage, Right
roir, (1% af 4925 Paplar Spedags Drive, bt
1% wioedng soo o 27085 (0 Nertle Hills 5t

Headrix i o meencber of the Mississippd
Assoedation of Mortgage Brokers, the
Mattonal Assoetation of Morigage Brokers
aud the Eesf Missiaappr Businoss
Developanent Corp. Ko iz an affiliate
wieniber of the Meridian Board of Realtors,
WHT Timiug Mertdian Athletie
Asoedation, the MAMWE Predatory Leiding
Task Force gind 13 a forweer treasi rer of the
Meridian Redoration Fonadation.

By Tifany Hendrix
spacial 1o The Star

My business

= An important role of the mortgage
broker is to arrange aceeptable financing
for our clients’ home purchase or refi-
nance. AFC Mortgage offers conventional
financing as well as government leans in
the form of FILA, WA or USDA Bueal Thevel-
opment. Mortgage brokers have access 1o
a variety of lenders and often offer the
mrost choices in loan products,

= How it started ¥ After gradoating from
Missisaippl State University with a bach-
elor’s degree in business and industry, |
held various aceounting positions over the

I CAN'T IMAGINE

A clay withaout
Filgs and kissas
fraam my childran,
my call phone
ringing and, ah, of
course, faking a
kaan application

= A4 waek withoud
talking o my
grandmdathar,
mether or dad,
aating guacamala
ardd chips and, oh,
of courss, closing a loan,

b A yaar withaut spanding as much
tima as possible with my family and
friends

Hendrix

next LG years — from bookkeeper to staff
account to controller,

Persenal aspirations and experience,
family support and encouragement and a
“number crunching™ background secmed
to be a natwral fif to opening my cwn maort-
page business,

[mitially, once [ passed the brokers
exam, [ opened my own company in April
2. Last Febroary, 1 had the opports-
nity to own and operate a branch of AFC
Muorigage.

= Mo, llfrl‘.l1.jil|-:a-}"ﬂ = Three

What I think

# [ don™t know that [ can pinpoint the
best plece of professional advice | ever
recelved, but if 1 need any, my father is

the fest ane §eall. His insight, while aften
-.:-||'|Ii|.‘:r|.|. i% invaluable. Thank Wik, '|:|:'1|'|-:|!.-'.
foer thie lovee, support and encouragement. |
couldn't do it without you, my mom, my
Il.e:l':l.l'u||'|I|-||"||'|' anil my hushand. [f my el el
doesn't have the answers, 1 can always call
upan my mentor, Ed Lagman, the aowner
AFC™ home offee in "‘r‘|-||:|i'|-.'_ Ala. Hix
mortgage knowledge far excecds many in
this industiry.

& What 1 look fer in |.'1'|"|]:l||.-:|.'-.'1'*:: i
somenne who is personable, professional,
cptimistle, enthusiastic and maintains
integrity. The e who has been with me
the lengest is Daphne Bodiferd, a Ioan
processer, who has worked for me for ane
vear

& Thi best thing that happened at my
business this year was joining the arfilia-
tion of AFC Mortgage, aind puarchasing and
breaking geownd on the lod for my new
alfice bullding.

& The hi,u:;.-:-."-.l -.'t'|I:|.|'||:r'||L!|.: iy buisiness
faces in the coming vear 18 community
recognition and acceptance. M the present
timie, on a natienal level, miore than &5 i
cent of all home mor tgages are originated
by local mortgage brokers in thelr com-
|'|I|.|||i|!.-'. As oa Merslian native, 1 wanl to
support Meridian with mortgage educa-
tion and accessible professional advice thal
will enalle many nom IGreaWners o
explore home ownerslip.

A Letter from Home

& My message for the troops: T don
have employeess or immediate family
membera i the militar v Biit 1 wowled
like 1o thank all of those who defend
QU country — we are so very proudd of

yvou!

BRAGGING ON CLAY

Sqgt, 15t Class Clay Arther is from Linion, He is a membear of the
Wississippi Army National Guard’s 150th Combat Enginaar
Battalion, He is shown with his son, Jacs, whe calebrated his
fourth birthday earliar this month, Her is 3 message fraom his
wiifa, Halhy: “My husband kavas his job and all that it stands for.
Baing in the Armvy is all Clay has ever wanted ko do, How lucky
wa ara to have someons whe makas saving ‘goodbye’ so hard |,
Wha know that God is protecting vou whilks vou are in irag ... IF
God brings vou to it, ba will brimg you throwgh it And, bere's
cori final word from Clay's mothear, Anita Artbur, and Big Dacddy,
Big Momma, Uncle Joa, Lyrn, Joa and Tiffamy: “We just wanbed
tex lek wou Know how prowd we ar of you and how mush we love
wour, You're making an awhil big sacrifica .., Wa are all praying for
wou and your fallow soldiers to be safe and return homa soon,”

SUBMITTED Me0TH

Salute to

big broth

er and baby brother

Melizsa Mifchell snbniffed
flvis “Dragring Kights™ story
about er brother, Mickoel
Anthony Chaney af the
Mizsissippi Army MNationg!
Cenard s 18560 Arviation Froug,
Cormpanry {F,

Michael aund fvis wife,
Siparon, live in Meovidian and
haee twa children, I6yearold
Jeffery and Tyear-old fomie.
He deployed te Irag iv faruary
200, and was scheduled fa
refwrn in party March — just
dixys from now,

By Melissa Michell
special o The Star

This letter from home s in
honor of my “haby brother™ —
and T hope he will be on his
wary home by the time it is pub-
lshedd. “Baby brother™ will acto-
ally turn 40 before he refurns
b

Hiz= name s Michael
Anthony Chaney, namesd after, 1
think, someone fmaens in the
G, but we call him Mike, He
is alzo referred to Michael,
Michae]l Anthany, Brother and

 Eooo

with terminal cancer

|h l

- — |
¥ " ._,_"_'"

EPBNITTED PHOTO

DEPARTURE

M 1k B Bl |1I [1"!'

his dying

Michasl Antheny Chaney, canter, waits to bosrd a plane bownd for Irag in January 2004, Waiting with
hirm is his clder brother, Larmy, who has sinca passed away, and his mothar, Charlotte Hayas,

“lust godng to doe his jol, jusi

SUBMITTED PHOTS

THE BEST HUSBAND AND DAD

Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Talley is a Desert Storm velaran, and a
member of the Mississippi Army National Guand's 150th
Combal Engineer Battalion at Key Field in Meridian. Hara iz
a message from his wile, Debra, and their children, Sam and
Anne Marie: “Thank you for serving ow country. We love
yeu and want you 1o know you ane the greatest husband
and dad around, We'll be praying and wailing every day for
your returi. As it says in Phillipians 4:19, ‘My God shall
supply all your nesds accarding e His glorious riches in
Christ Jesus.” We love youl™

various  and  other  sondry
names thal may or may not
bear mentisning andd
depending on wha is doing the
calling!

Pdike joinesd the Guard when
by s 17 VSIS alel anad went fo
biedt eamp at Fort Sill, Okla.,
between his unior and senior
vears of high school, In his late
20k, b peained fulliiome employ-
meent with the Army National
Cuard, He may have pever ser:
onsly entertained Che e thar
in his laie 50 he woold be
-:|_|'|;:-|r|_l,l|-|| (KN} |||']|| defemd the
recdoms that we so casually
IOV,

Mike learned of his |i|.'|'|'|||!,-'-
mvent in tle Fall of 20008, Sadly,
during that same time, my
clder brother was diagnosed

While [ know Mike did not
loek forward to leaving his
ff:ll'l'l“!f'. he never -:|_|:||::1I!'||.-r'|-.'|| the
necessity of going and viewed
the deploviment as “just dolng
s Joby, doeing what he had been
trained for years to do.”

Cin Jan. 6, 2004, Mike left
for his tour of duty. His wife of
149 wears, a 16-year-ald sen and
a Tyear-ald daughter all stood
together and watched him
leave. My “big brother” bald
froim treatments for his cancer,
thin anil rTI'I':lfiTI.I.E: cold, st
and watched with us. O
hearts were heavier than any
af ug ever il'l'l:'l._qiul'ﬂ. [ Enow
both my brothers had o be
thinking, “I=s this the last time [
will every see vou here an this
carth?”

brother as we stood freezing
on the tarmac and then we
wateled him v away.

When Mike peturned home
for leawe in July, we baried my
alder brother and then watched
Mike get back on that plane
and beave again.

daing what he was trained to
o Amd s, [ salute Both of ooy
brothers. “Big brother™ for bat-
thing cancer with courage,
grace and fortimde and “baby
brather™ for battling war with
the saime skills. 1 love o Both
fnore than vou will ever Enow.

Come home soon

Vieforia Raines 5 o sophomare af Meridian High Sehoal.
Her parents are Dosnde ard Debra Ratuwes;) she bas a brother,
Chrdz, and a sister, Brandy. Vicforias kobbies facluds
rasning, soccer and reading — and she wants fo be g lowyer

[ know they are in Heaven now.

Such |'|-.'|'1'1'|.‘I Teroges must be.

They gave their lives to protect and keep me free.
Haow unselfish that was.

What 1 would not give to have them here.

A hero can be from anvywhere.

[ fonand one o the soldiers in Trag.

Hoar unselfish, giving and kind.

Whao would somecne do Chat?

So for all of the troogs ..

Dhead or alive .

Thanks for all you have done.

You are all heroes in iy eves.

M::}' Canil '|{-.'1'].l WiH aqfe and warm.

Lavee will send vou home to those who need you.
Come home seon.

— Fictoria Rafses



